
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 
a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 
systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 
fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 
celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  October 10, 2010 
Title:  The Covenant with the Woman’s Seed 
Text:  Genesis 8:20-9:19 
Theme: When God keeps promise He stoops and condescends. 
 
Introduction:  
God’s actions toward His creation are always marked by condescension.  God has no equal 
outside of the blessed Trinity.  All before Him are lesser and created beings.  They will never 
be anything other than this.  From Genesis 8:20 through 9:17 God blesses Noah and his family 
and gives them His favor.  The favor is a blessing, and the blessing is concrete and tangible. 

 
God rains devastation and destruction on all those who reject His gracious invitations.  He 
condescends and stoops to keep promises that are unilaterally provided.  The dark night has 
spent its fury; now comes the breaking of new day.  The blood atonement is made and God 
“smells” its fragrance, and His wrath is placated and memory stirred (8:21).  Appeasement is 
not made by the creature.  God must and has made the way, whereby His own hand will 
provide the sole means through which He Himself will be satisfied with those whose hearts 
beat only evil continually.   
 
“The whole burnt offering represented the worshiper’s total surrender and dedication to the 
Lord, and the expression of the Lord smelling the sweet fragrance represented God’s 
acceptance.  The people of God were to be a worshiping people, offering to their God the 
praise of their lips and the best of their possessions.”  (Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing: A 
Guide to the Study and Exposition of Genesis, 197). 
 
“The unity of the passage is based on the value of life: after the flood, people might think that 
life was worthless to God, but God’s commandments to and covenant with Noah showed that 
the contrary was true.”  (Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition 
of Genesis, 204). 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
God is faithful to keep His promise (Gen. 3:15).  He is working out His will perfectly and all of 
life is the outworking of this one Story. 
 
The Storyline: 
The serpent assaults the seed of the woman.  God’s promise to provide and thus protect the 
seed is kept.  Noah’s line will bring the hero who crushes the serpent’s head.  The world is 
destroyed through continued rejection of God’s gracious invitation.  Noah and his family are 
spared and God continues in His commitment to the promise. 
 
The Problem: 
We want to be God.  We want to write our own story.  We want to control our own destiny.  
There are only two options on the shelf, serving God or serving self.  We might not like the 
way the Story is played out, but there are only two options and it is either God or self. 
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Questions: 
 

1. What does the Lord promise Noah in 8:21? 
2. What signs does God give the earth that He will never curse the ground on account of 

mankind again? 
3. What are we to see in the changing seasons? 
4. Why does God tell Noah to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth? 
5. Is this a command or a blessing? 
6. Why are animals now to fear mankind? 
7. What does God permit mankind to now do? 
8. What prohibition does God place on mankind as it relates to eating animal flesh? 
9. Is animal flesh and human flesh the same and to be treated the same? 
10. What requirement does God place on mankind as it relates to murder? 
11. Why is murder wrong? 
12. What is the significant of the covenant God makes with all flesh? 
13. For whose purpose do signs exist? 
14. What direct applications might we make concerning marriage based on 9:1, 7? 
15. What direct application might we make concerning our diets? 
16. What direct application might we make concerning murder and the carrying out of 

God’s stipulations in 9:6? 
17. When you see the changing seasons and the rainbow what might you reflect on? 

 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know God does stoop in dealing with His 

people and will keep His word. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to trust and rest in the God who makes 

and keeps covenant. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of trusting and resting in the promise 

keeping God. 
 
“The major idea in this unit is the establishment of an unconditional, unilateral covenant.” 
(Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of Genesis, 201). 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The commitment to the woman’s seed (8:21; 9:11, 15). 
 
“The main reference of the passage is doubtless to the curse of a deluge such as what was now 
past. This will not be renewed.” (Albert Barnes' Notes on the Bible) 
 
God will never curse the ground on account of man nor ever destroy all flesh via a flood again.  
This does not mean the earth will not face the fiery judgment of God in the eschatos, but it 
does mean it will not be by means of a flood. 
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Although the world is cursed because of man’s sin, God vows never to destroy the earth 
through flood again.  It was not the inanimate world standing guilty before God, but the heart 
of the free moral agent.  Wickedness in the world is not the result of environment or even 
circumstances, but comes from the resident evil residing in the deep recesses of the human 
condition.  It is a heart that is inextricably laced with evil.  This will once more be vividly 
played out in the drunkenness of Noah (9:20-22).   God did curse the ground because of 
Adam’s sin (Gen. 3:17-19).  It is this cursing the creation groans under and from which it 
awaits deliverance (Rom. 8:18-23).  And it is the earth that suffered deeply at the hand of God 
in the destroying waters and now bears deep wounds and notable scars.  But God will never 
again destroy the earth through water (9:11).  Just as God resolved to destroy the corrupt race 
through water (6:11-13) so also God now resolves never to destroy humankind again (8:21, 22).   
 

II. The covenant with the woman’s seed (8:21-9:7). 
 
We see Eden-like conditions revisited in the re-creation.  God instructs Noah and his family: 
“Be fruitful and fill the earth” [vv. 1, 7], animals will fear you for they will provide for you 
sustenance [vv. 2-5], and those who take human life shall forfeit their life [vv. 5, 6].   
 
“God institutes ordinances to safe-guard his forbearing program of blessing sinful humanity 
(9:1-7), and God grants a sign to guarantee his promise of forbearance (9:8-17).”  (Bruce K. 
Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary, 143) 
 
I will preserve life and here is my commitment to this promise. 
 
Several ideas are distinguishable.  First, God has never retracted His command to “fill the 
earth”.  Second, prior to the fall humanity was vegetarian, and after the fall they become 
omnivorous.  The eating of meat is not wrong.  Third, there is a divine distinction between the 
animal kingdom and that of mankind.  Their values are different.  We are invited to take the 
life of the animal world for the purpose of sustaining human life.  We are not invited to take 
the life of humans.  This does not, however, negate the role of capital punishment when 
carried out by divinely established authorities (Rom. 13:1ff).  The taking of human life has a 
reciprocal action of one’s life being forfeited. 
 
There are three interesting “issues” raised in the covenant God makes with Noah. 
 

A. The propagation of life (9:1, 7). 
 
“The passage unfolds the continuing re-creation theme with the comparison between Noah 
and Adam.”  (Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of Genesis, 
202). 
 
“The commands ‘be fruitful and increase in number’ form the outer frame (9:1, 7) and 
underscore the theme of divine blessing on human life.  The inner core presents necessary 
legislation to sustain life and to protect both animal and human life.”  (Bruce K. Waltke, 
Genesis: A Commentary, 143) 
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Are we to continue with the command to “be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth” or 
are we to stop?  Is child-bearing to be a natural part of all marriage unions or do we have the 
“right” not to have children?  How do we “steward” the idea without becoming irresponsible 
whereby we become a ward of the church/society/state? 
 
“Children are indeed a blessing, and they are one of the Lord's purposes for creation. God 
made humans in two sexes, designed to complement one another, to image his glory, and by 
reproduction to fill the Earth with that glory. Amid the sexual chaos of our society, Christians 
need to be faithful to God's purposes for us as sexual beings created in his image.” ('Be Fruitful 
and Multiply': Is this a command, or a blessing? Raymond C. Van Leeuwen | posted 11/12/2001 12:00AM) 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2001/november12/4.58.html 

 
I like what Raymond C. Van Leeuwen has to say concerning this idea. 
 
“Much could be said in response, but only one comment is essential: Genesis 1:28 is not a 
commandment, but a blessing. It does not refer to what humans must do to please God, but to what 
God does for and through humankind. The text says, "God blessed them, and God said to them, 
'Be fruitful and multiply'" (RSV). Fertility is not a command but a blessing that God gives to 
his creatures, to animals as well as humans (Gen. 1:22). The filling of the Earth is a gift of God's 
wisdom and shows forth his glory as Creator (Ps. 104:24, 31; Isa. 6:3).” 
('Be Fruitful and Multiply': Is this a command, or a blessing? Raymond C. Van Leeuwen | posted 11/12/2001 
12:00AM) http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2001/november12/4.58.html 
 
The “be fruitful” is a commitment on God’s part to elevate the sanctity of life.  It is not a 
mandate for every married couple to have as many children as humanly possible.  There are 
multiple reasons as to why some would not have children.  For some it is because of infertility, 
for others it is because of selfish motives and self-centered life-styles and for others it is a 
matter of regulating responsibility in the ability of carrying for the “quiver”.  I do believe there 
is a culture in which the Bible was written and is to be understood.  I do not dismiss the idea of 
the blessing because of culture, but I would caution us to draw a necessary distinction between 
an agricultural society and an industrial one.  When more hands make the work lighter and 
you can produce your own food having several children makes sense.  When those hands 
cannot contribute to the overall sustaining of the family and the sustaining of the family falls 
on one individual (i.e. dad), then caution needs to be exercised or the enlarged family becomes 
an unintended burden to the church, society and nation.  Am I saying, “Do not have 
numerically large families”?  Not at all; but I am saying before you get married or begin 
having children you need to have a serious discussion as to why you are having children and 
then in having children how you will sustain those children physically and spiritually. 
 
“Marriage exists for God's glory, not just for the gratification of individuals. Thus marriage is a 
place where sex should be open to the awesome gift of children—without fear.” 
('Be Fruitful and Multiply': Is this a command, or a blessing? Raymond C. Van Leeuwen | posted 11/12/2001 
12:00AM) http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2001/november12/4.58.html 
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B. The provision for life (9:2b-3). 
 
The flood narrative shows how there were a distinction between clean and unclean animals as 
it relates to sacrifice and perhaps diet.  Yet here, it is clear humanity is given permission to eat 
clean and unclean animals although sacrifices will still be only of clean animals (8:20).   
 
"Every moving thing that liveth shall be food for you; even as the green of the herb have I 
given you all (את־ּכל equals חּכל)." These words do not affirm that man then first began to eat 
animal food, but only that God then for the first time authorized, or allowed him to do, what 
probably he had previously done in opposition to His will. (Keil and Delitzsch Biblical 
Commentary on the Old Testament) 
 
“This grant of the animals for food fully warrants the use of them, but not the abuse of them 
by gluttony, still less by cruelty. We ought not to pain them needlessly whilst they live, nor 
when we take away their lives.”  (Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary) 
  
Is the eating of meat wrong and if not, what are biblical limitations on our dietary 
consumption?  It is apparent from this text humanity is invited to eat animal flesh, but not to 
eat human flesh, thus drawing a necessary distinction between the two.  It is also relevant to 
see how capital punishment is invoked with human life, but not with the life of animals.  If 
such were the case, hunting and our diets would be notably different.  No Christian should 
exploit animals or treat any with cruelty and abuse.  Part of our responsibility before God is 
our ability to care for and watch over the animal world.  It is part of our dominion over the 
created order. 
 

C. The protection of life (9:2a, 4-6) 
 
Notice how within this text a necessary and biblical distinction is made between the life of the 
animal and that of a human.  The two are not the same although both are to be respected.  The 
animal rights have gone too far in the elevation of the animal and the devaluation of human 
life.   
 
“Blood is equated with life in the Old Testament (Lev. 17:11).  Here blood is equated with the 
animal’s ‘soul’ (i.e., its passionate vitality).  By forbidding the eating of blood, this regulation 
instills a respect for the sacredness of life and protects against wanton abuse (see Lev. 3:17; 7:2-
27; 1 Sam. 14:32-34).”  (Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary, 144) 
 
“The point of the prohibition is that people may eat flesh as long as it no longer has life in it – 
and the blood represented the life.  The text is prohibiting not simply the consumption of 
blood but rather the pulsating lifeblood.”  (Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the 
Study and Exposition of Genesis, 205). 
 
“The whole emphasis is put on the verb by this threefold repetition [“I will require”].  The 
command not to kill is thus reformulated to express God’s absolute lordship over every life.”  
(Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of Genesis, 205). 
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There are three notable statements made in 9:6. 
 

1. Appropriate compensation – “Life for life” 
 
“As punishment should be ever proportioned to crimes, so the highest punishment due to the 
highest crime should not be inflicted for a minor offense. The law of God and the eternal 
dictates of reason say, that if a man kill another, the loss of his own life is at once the highest 
penalty he can pay, and an equivalent for his offense as far as civil society is concerned. If the 
death of the murderer be the highest penalty he can pay for the murder he has committed, 
then the infliction of this punishment for any minor offense is injustice and cruelty; and serves 
only to confound the claims of justice.” 
(Adam Clarke's Commentary on the Bible) 
 
There is an appropriate response to the wicked within the heart of man.  Sin has an inherent 
demerit and a means through which that demerit comes is established authority. 
 

2. Human implementation – “By man” 
 
“Human beings are God’s agents for exacting compensation by capital punishment.”  (Bruce 
K. Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary, 145) 
 
Here is where we have Romans 13:1ff.  Part of the established authority is to safeguard life by 
protecting the good from the bad. 
 

3. Divine explanation – “For in the image” 
 
Question: Is capital punishment contrary to mercy, grace and forgiveness?  Do we have the 
“right” to be the means whereby the justice of God is carried out against the offending party?    
As individuals, we have no right to carry out personal revenge or justice.  It is, however, the 
divine right of established government to carry the sword for the protection and promotion of 
life. 
 
The basis for answering the question is rooted in humanities image bearing element. 
 

III. The call to remember (9:8-17; 8:22). 
 
“God in his transcendence is omniscient, but in his immanence he involves himself with the 
affairs of earth.  The transcendent God, who humbles himself to involve himself with people, 
deliberately chooses to reflect on this colorful vision rather than humanity’s evil.”  (Bruce K. 
Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary, 146, 147) 
 
God gives promises and pictures, shadows whereby His people will know who He is and 
what He does.  There will be seasons and rainbows pointing back to and toward the God who 
keeps promises (8:22; 9:13, 14).  Summer sun, autumn color, winter sleep and spring hope will 
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speak to all who hear and enable all who see the glory of God and the work of His hands (Ps. 
19:1). 
 
“God certifies his covenants by signs: for the covenant with Abraham, circumcision (Gen. 
17:11); with Israel at Sinai, Sabbaths (Exod. 31:13, 17); with Christ and new Israel, the cup 
(Luke 22:20).”  (Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary, 146) 
 
The communication of 8:21 through 9:7 forms the content of the covenant God makes with 
Noah, his family and every living creature (9:8-10).  There is great stress placed on the sign of 
the covenant whereby God remembers.  The language of the sign is not for His people to 
remember, but for God to remember.  The covenant is one-sided.   
 

A. The changing seasons (8:22) 
 
“’As long as the earth endures’; this expression qualifies ‘never again’ in 8:21.  God will 
providentially preserve the earth and its ecology until the final judgment (1 Pet. 3:20-21; 2 Pet. 
2:5-12).”  (Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary, 143) 
 
One of the great blessings of living in the Midwest is to see the various seasons shift from 
summer to fall to winter to spring and back to summer.  In the seasonal cycles we are to 
celebrate the promise of God to keep His word. 
 

B. The vibrant bow (9:13) 
 
God has set down His weapon of destruction and, in a sense, beat His sword into a 
ploughshare.  Do you see God in the shadow? 
 
“Von Rad observes that the bow is the same word for the regular battle bow, and so it makes a 
vivid description of what was going on: God hung up his ‘battle bow’ to be a sign of peace 
[Genesis, 134].”  (Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of 
Genesis, 206). 
 
“The Hebrew word ֶקֶׁשת (qeshet) normally refers to a warrior’s bow. Some understand this to 
mean that God the warrior hangs up his battle bow at the end of the flood, indicating he is 
now at peace with humankind, but others question the legitimacy of this proposal. See C. 
Westermann, Genesis, 1:473, and G. J. Wenham, Genesis (WBC), 1:196.” 
(http://net.bible.org/passage.php?passage=Genesis%209:13-17) 

 
“God unilaterally takes full responsibility to preserve the earth and its complete ecology 
forever in order to sustain his image bearer (8:20-22).”  (Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A 
Commentary, 146) 
 
Conclusion: 
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“This covenant does not depend on human obedience to the laws given to Noah; rather, men’s 
and women’s compliance with the laws will allow them to live and enjoy this covenant.”  
(Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of Genesis, 206). 
 
Humanity will fail most assuredly, and his failure is immediate (9:18-29).  Yet despite his 
failure to keep covenant, God will see the sign and no longer destroy all flesh because of the 
promise HE MADE. 
 
“The main point of this section is that God’s covenant turns judgment into grace.”  (Allen P. 
Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of Genesis, 207). 
 
As we continue to follow the seed’s journey, let us never forget the God who creates for His 
glory and how each element within The Story is intentionally woven into this magnificent 
tapestry. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Are you honoring life by moral purity within the marriage covenant? 
2. Are you honoring life by keeping the distinction between animal life and human life? 
3. Are you honoring life by protecting the innocent from murder? 
4. Do you see God in the signs? 
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  “OVERPOPULATION”

• Using the numbers above, we see that 
human population increased by a factor of 
1.84 (just less than doubled) in the 60-year 
period from 1900 to 1960. It doubled 
(roughly) in the 40-year period from 1960 to 
2000. In absolute numbers, the picture is 
more revealing. In the 60-year period from 
1900 to 1960, human population increased 
by 1,389 million. In the 40-year period from 
1960 to 2000, it increased by 3,041 million.

“OVERPOPULATION”

• Consider that recent "doubling in 40 years" 
for the period 1960 to 2000 (increase of just 
over 3 billion). This is an average increase of 
75 million per year – or about 205,000 per 
day, 8,500 per hour, 140 per minute. 

• Now consider the 10-year period from 1990 
to 2000. The increase for that period is 796 
million. This is an average increase of 79.6 
million per year - or about 218,000 per day, 
9,100 per hour, 150 per minute. 

“OVERPOPULATION”


